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VT, 325-433 passim), other British suggestions for thwarting the Germans
were rival railways: an Anglo-Russian line from the Persian Gulf through
Persia toward Russia, which "would completely crowd out the Bagdad
Railway" and "reduce it to a purely local railway" (BD., VI, 359); and a
British line from Bagdad and the Persian Gulf by way of the Euphrates
Valley to Damascus and the Mediterranean; a concession for this was
demanded from Turkey (ibid., 371 ff,).
I, 237, note 20. For British fears and suspicions in regard to the Ger-
man navy in 1907 and 1908, with summaries of the German Press, and
with long reports from the British Naval Attache in Berlin concerning
the German navy, see the full details now available in B.D., VI, 1-226.,
A brief review of these documents, so far as concerns the mischievous;
influence of the German and British Press, may be found in the present
writer's article in Current History for Oct., 1930.
Many English officials even believed that Germany was secretly making
plans for the invasion of England. One of the most suspicious of these
officials was Sir Eyre Crowe. As Senior Clerk in the Foreign Office it
fell to him to write the first long comments on the despatches as they came-
in from Germany's diplomatic representatives abroad, inevitably his hos-
tile dissection of the reports from Germany* greatly influenced Sir Edward
Grey and the other officials who next read them, and who generally
endorsed with brief comments Crowe's long criticisms. Crowe, whose-
mother and wife were both German, appears to have been accepted as an.
infallible authority on Germany. But unfortunately he was prone to accept
baseless gossip as gospel truth. For instance, he cites in 1908 three alleged,
circumstances as evidence that Germany was making plans for the invasion
of England. (1) "So great an authority as Moltke regarded the invasion
of England as practicable. It is certain that the Great General Staff at
Berlin is of the same opinion." (2) "It is only 2 or 3 years ago [in reality
seven years earlier, in 1901] that Baron von Edelsheim then a captain of
thajt Staff published, with the authorization of his chief, a pamphlet deal-
ing in detail with the measures to be taken for that purpose," (3) "Some.-
2 or 3 years ago, I think, the Emperor with his own hand made a number
of blue pencil corrections or alterations in the designs of 2 new liners?
[of the Hamburg-American Line], then about to be built, because His-
Majesty maintained that the designs as submitted to him would not permit
of these ships taking their allotted part in the transport of 2 divisions to*
England" (B.D., VI, 117). The statements in regard to Moltke, the
General Staff, and the Emperor are untrue; and Edelsheim was dismissed
from the General Staff because he had published his pamphlet without the
approval of his chief, General von Schlieffen, and becau&e the views ex-
pressed in it were in contradiction with those of the General Staff. Some-
thing has been said above of the malign influence of Herr von Holstein
in the Wilhelmstrasse; that of Sir Eyre Crowe in Downing Street deserves-
further attention.
I, 256-264. For the impressions of Sir Edward Goschen, the British
Ambassador in Berlin, in regard to Billow's resignation, and in regard to
his successor, Bethmann-Hollweg, and Kiderlen-Wachter, see BIX, VI, 276 ff.